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1.0 Background
Since 1997, the Youth Environment Council (YEC) of South Australia has provided young
people a voice in key environmental issues facing South Australia and has given them
opportunities to take action to achieve a more environmentally sustainable future for SA.
With the closure of the Environmental Education Unit of the former Department of
Environment and Heritage in 2009, the YEC became a joint initiative of the Department of
Education and Children’s Services (DECS) and the Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges
Natural Resources Management Board (AMLR NRMB) in 2010.
This year the Youth Environment Council was facilitated and funded by DECS and the
AMLR NRMB NRM Education Program and involved a number of mentors from the Natural
Resource Management field. A steering committee consisting of NRM Education Staff and
DECS were responsible for the organisation and delivery of YEC activities. State wide
support for the YEC exisits through partnerships with other South Australian Natural
Resource Management Boards and environmental agencies.
The YEC provides opportunities for students to come together and share their passion for
the environment and it offers free workshops to give students the skills and knowledge to
run their own environmental action projects in their local community.
DECS and the AMLR NRMB continues to recognise the value of instilling a greater
understanding of environmental issues in the minds of young people and providing them
with the skills to take action for the environment. These students will not only become the
next generation of leaders and managers but will also be equipped to tackle environmental
challenges today.

2.0 Aims
The Youth Environment Council of SA aims to:
• raise youth awareness and encourage involvement in our environment
• empower youth to take action on environmental issues
• ensure students see themselves as active citizens today and not just “leaders of
tomorrow”
• develop skills such as leadership, team work and public speaking
• develop a network of youth environmental leaders.

3.0 Who is Involved?
In 2010, 100 student representatives from 26 primary and high schools across South
Australia were involved in YEC forums. An additional 7 schools with Youth Environment/
Action Groups registered to be part of the network and were invited to attend online events
and access resources.
YEC students came from as far as Kangaroo Island, Mt Gambier, Waikerie, Murray Bridge,
Victor Harbor and Yorke Peninsula as well as Metropolitan Adelaide.
YEC registered schools include:
• Aberfoyle Hub School
• Barmera Primary School
• Black Forest Primary School
• Callington Primary School

• Charles Campbell Secondary School
• Christies Beach High School
• Cornerstone College (Mt Barker)
• Edithburgh Primary School
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• Gawler High School
• Grange Primary School
• Gumeracha Primary School
• Jervois Primary School
• Kangaroo Island Community Education
• Mary MacKillop Memorial School (Penola)
• Mil Lel Primary School (Mt Gambier)
• Murray Bridge High School
• Naracoorte South Primary School

• Plympton Primary School
• Stansbury Primary School
• Stradbroke Primary School
• Tatachilla Lutheran College
• Unley High School
• Unley Primary School
• Victor Harbor R-7 School
• Waikerie Primary School
• Warradale Primary

Students arrive early for the Sustainability Forum in March.

Ice-breaker activity: students share current school projects.

Registered school Youth Action Groups include:
• Belair Schools’ Belair Kids’ Congress
• Birdwood Primary School Student Environment Groups
• Braeview Primary School Wipe Out Waste Team
• Coromandel Valley Environment Club
• Glenunga International High School Environment Club
• Kongorong Primary School Youth Environment Forum
• Unity College (Murray Bridge) Youth Environment Council

4.0 Activities and Achievements
4.1 Tips and Tricks for Successful Mentoring of Students in
Environmental Action, March 10th 2010
The first YEC event for 2010 was a professional development session for teachers and
adults who mentor young people to take environmental action; this might involve either YEC
students, Youth Action Groups, Environment Clubs or students groups at school or any
other youth group. It had been a number of years since the YEC had focussed on the
mentors of young people and the important role they play when working with young people.
The aim of the workshop was to provide resources, practical tips and strategies that could
easily be used for the successful mentoring of young people.
The evening included:
• Qualities of a mentor/role of a mentor brainstorm activity
• Panel of experienced mentors - Rob Carthew (Unley High School Enviro Group
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mentor), Kelly McKenzie (former YEC mentor) and Ian Walton (River Murray Youth
Council mentor and Monarto Zoo Education Officer). Panel members shared the
ingredients of being a successful mentor as well as some of the challenges they
have encoutered.
• Practicing mentoring skills (e.g. strategic questioning, building rapport and
establishing boundaries).
• Further resources and support available including the Create a Voice: Your Voice,
Our Voice, Youth Voice resource, YEC website and other youth voice networks and
forums.
The evening was well attended witha total of 33 teachers and adults and approx. 10 NRM
Education staff and other service providers. Workshop notes can be found under
mentoring at www.yecsa.net.au.
Participating teachers overwhelmingly indicated in the evaluation that they felt inspsired
(95%) to undertake some of the tips and strategies provided at the workshop. 91% of
teachers ‘agreed’ or ‘strongly agreed’ that the suggested activities would improve their
mentoring abilities. 95% of participants ‘agreed or strongly agreed’ that the resources
presented were useful and that they would use them. For the detailed evaluation summary
for the Tips and Tricks for Mentors PD see appendix 8.1

Mentors at the Tips and Tricks for Mentors PD forming a human graph.

4.2 YEC Sustainability Forum, March 17 th 2010
On Wednesday 17th of March, 100 student representatives from 26 primary and high
schools across South Australia descended upon the Goodwood Community Centre for the
first South Australian YEC Sustainability Forum for 2010.
The YEC Sustainability Forum allowed like-minded Yr 6-10 students to voice their
environmental concerns, develop solutions for these issues, share, learn and be inspired
about sustainability. Students heard from former YEC members, Sophie Rogers and Wes
Parker, who gave inspiring speeches about their experiences with the Council. Sophie
Rogers’ speech has been uploaded to the YEC website (www.yecsa.net.au) for others to
be inspired by. Former YEC member and mentor, Kelly McKenzie was the MC.
4

The Forum also provided workshops to equip students with the skills required to get
environmental action projects up and running in their schools. Students attended
workshops such as how to gain funding for projects, telling your stories so others will listen,
how to get the whole school community involved and what service providers and resources
are available to help. The content from these workshops is available for download from the
YEC website (www.yecsa.net.au).

Warradale Primary School students develop action plans for
the school wetland.

Students attend the Staying Connected Workshop.

All students convened in their school groups to create an action plan to put their new skills
to practice. Actions included small things such as sharing the information with others back
at school, community newsletters, or larger actions such as fundraising drives and planting
a sustainable garden on school grounds to showcase to the community.
Four students from Grange Primary School left feeling inspired “never give up, you can do
at least one little thing to make a difference” was the message they left with. Another
student discovered that “learning is not just about listening it’s about doing”. The students
decided to put their new skills into action and are planning a new school sustainability
garden to showcase to the local community. Students also reported they would hold a
“Green Day” to raise environmental awareness throughout the school.

Grange Primary School students aim high for sustainability.
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A waste audit was conducted by Jo Hendrikx from Wipe out Waste (WoW) of all materials
generated from morning tea and lunch. Materials were separated into 3 streams
compostables, recyclables and landfill items. Of the total amount of materials collected
which was 227L (23kg):
· 125 L (18kg) was compostable material
· 87L (3.5kg) was recyclable (due to the washing out of the yoghurt tubs!)
· 13L ( 1.2kg) was items that could only go to landfill.
This meant that out of the 227L, only 13L was sent to landfill, and the remaining 214 was
composted and recycled; which is a great outcome!
Perhaps part of the reason the materials separation was so successful was due to the fact
that Jo provided a talk to students about each of the bins and what things could be placed
in each. A full report of the audit with suggestions were provided to the YEC Steering
Committee and can be found in appendix 8.2.
At the end of teh day, students were asked to provide feedback about the Sustainability
Forum, an analysis of the feedback can be found in appendix 8.3.

Compostables being weighed: food scraps, serviettes
and brown paper bags.

Recyclable items: included yoghurt containers and fruit
boxes.

4.3 CENTRA Workshops
The aim of CENTRA workshops was to provide a space for students to share their projects
with other schools and the progress made on the implementation of student action plans
since the March Sustainability Forum.
Three workshops were run on the theme areas waste, water and biodiversity. The format of
the workshops involved a guest speaker, student presentations and question time. The
timing of these events was during school lunch breaks so that students could tune in without
missing other school activities. Kelly McKenzie welcomed back participating schools as
the CENTRA workshop chair.
The YEC Steering committee as well as many YEC member schools were new to
CENTRA technology but it was worth giving it a go. It has proven to be a useful tool for
connecting people who are great distances apart, particularly for the YEC schools which
are coming from as far as the South East, Yorke Peninsula, Riverland and Gawler.
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The advantage of CENTRA events is that they could be recorded so if any schools were to
miss out, they could view the workshops at a later stage. Each of the three workshops have
been uploaded to the YEC website (www.yecsa.net.au) where they can be viewed.
4.3.1 Waste – June 23 rd 2010
On June 23rd, nine YEC schools logged on to the Waste workshop. Guest speaker Jo
Hendrikx from Wipe out Waste provided an overview of the program, auditing process and
what students can do within the home and at school to reduce the amount of material going
to landfill.
Students from Murray Bridge High School presented on their new recycling program which
is the first of its kind at the school. The new program involves the placement of extra bins
around the school to collect recyclable containers including 10c bottle and cans. Youth
Environment Committee students are working with the Principal and groundsman to find a
suitable location to store the recyclable items. The local recycling depot kindly donated
bags for storage and the local council provided 10 large bins for the school’s use.
Committee students surveyed areas of the school that were used the most and this helped
determine the placement of the new bins. Unfortunately, shortly after implementing the new
system, students were using the recycling bin for general rubbish. To improve this, the
Youth Environment Committee proposed that all recycling bins be placed next to a general
rubbish bin. This has been a work in progress and the group is keen to see it succeed
long-term. Once the details of the new system have been sorted, the Committee plans to
create a campaign to promote the system to the rest of the school.

Students from Edithburgh Primary School sort materials for their
audit.

Students with lunch in re-usable containers (litter-less lunches).

Students from Edithburgh Primary School shared the process and outcomes of their
school-yard audit. The YEC group was curious to see how much litter was generated by the
school at recess and lunch and keen to investigate if they could reduce and recycle more of
the materials generated. The students wrote an article for their school newsletter to share
the outcomes of the audit with the rest of the school and made suggestions as to how
families could help to reduce the amount of rubbish generated each day. Students also
asked class teachers to focus on the area of waste in their classrooms to help educate
others. Students plan to re-audit later in the year to see if there has been a change in the
amount of litter.
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4.3.2 Water – July 28 th 2010
For the July 28th Water Workshop, eight YEC schools and one Youth Action Group school
participated. Guest speaker Associate Professor David Paton provided an overview of our
precious water resources, including the Murray River and what students can do to help
make a difference.
It was really exciting to have David Paton join the event as he has over thirty years
experience managing and researching Australia’s natural environment. In 2008 he
received the Member of the Order of Australia (AM) for “service to conservation and the
environment through research into the ecology and behaviour of Australian birds, to the
management and restoration of the natural environment, and to education”.
Lyn Jeffries from SA Water provided information about the SA Water online resources and
activities that can help everyone to save water.
Cornerstone College presented on their school wetland system which helps to improve the
quality of stormwater running into Purtinga Creek.
4.3.3 Biodiversity – August 25 th 2010
At the third and final CENTRA event for 2010, guest speakers and students explored the
topic of biodiversity. Cath Mossop, Project Officer from the Grow a Great School Program
spoke of the importance of biodiversity and the amazing biodiversity of the Adelaide
region. Cath shared some basic habitat gardening principles and provided ideas and
resources for how we can preserve these habitats.
Jeremy Gramp from NRM Education spoke to students about the types of animals that may
live in schoolyard habitats such as birds, lizards and insects, as well as the plants that
encourage these animals into the area.

Warradale wetlanders assist younger buddies with
macro-invertebrate sampling and ID.

Warradale wetlanders plant natives around their
wetland.

Warradale Primary School students Amos, Gemma, Jayden and Danielle shared their
school wetland project which was started a couple of years ago by students who wanted to
provide habitat for the purple spotted gudgeon. Over the past year students have observed
and recorded the changes in biodiversity. Since the wetland was filled with water and
planted out last October, a couple of pacific black ducks have moved in, the ponds have
filled with aquatic macro-invertebrates and numerous other birds and insects.
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The wetland has become a valuable resource for students to teach other younger students
about the importance of wetlands and the Biodiversity team at the school has raised
several hundred dollars to purchase aquatic plants.
Four YEC schools logged in with three registered Youth Action Group schools joining in for
a total of seven.

4.4 Youth of SA Have Your Say Forum, Sept 13 th 2010
On Monday September 13th, 70 students from 15 schools attended the second and final
YEC forum for the year hosted by YEC school Blackforest Primary School. Once again,
students ventured from as far away as Kangaroo Island, the South East and the Riverland
to attend the youth forum.

Youth Environment Council Students at the Youth of SA Have Your Say Forum.

The aim of this forum was to provide YEC students with the opportunity to have their say
about environmental issues around the state and have their voices heard by the South
Australian decision-makers, as well as provide another space for students to showcase
their projects. Many schools developed posters which were placed around the room for
others to read and eight schools presented.
Kelly McKenzie, former YEC member, was the MC and introduced guest speakers Amy
Ralfs and Joel Dignam. Amy Ralfs is a former YEC President who currently works for the
Department of Premier and Cabinet. Amy’s speech was titled ‘the future is in your hands’
and included her experiences from her YEC days as well as her achievements since
leaving the YEC. Amy shared how the YEC had helped her to determine her career path
within the environmental field as well as working with young people to ‘give back’ to a
process she found valuable whilst being a member.
Guest speaker Joel Dignam, is currently the State Co-ordinator for the Australian Youth
Climate Coalition (AYCC) which actively encourages young people to take action against
climate change, providing forums and conference spaces for young people to come
together to help create change. Joel shared his passion with YEC students and
encouraged that anyone can help to make a difference and create change within their local
community if they put their minds to it.
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YEC school groups were able to share their environmental action project achievements.
Student presentations included:
Grange Primary School – Students shared their “leave only footprints” video which they
have won several awards for. Students also shared their video with their school community
by organising a film night fundraiser.
Warradale Primary School – Students prepared a quiz for students to answer to receive
a sustainable prize (pencils made from old newspapers). Followed by a presentation about
the school Green Day fundraiser that was organised to raise funds for the school wetland’s
new aquatic plants. All students from Warradale PS were encouraged to wear green
clothes and provide a gold coin donation.
Gumeracha Primary School – Students
involved in the Youth Environment Council
investigated ways to reduce food scraps going
to land fill and one of the actions they undertook
was the development of a worm farm. They also
produced an instructional video on setting up a
worm farm which is available to view online at
http://nrmeducation.net.au/
index.php?page=gumeracha-ps

KI Community Education – Students from KI Community Education produced a video
investigating the water quality of their local creek and the disappearance of native juvenile
fish. Part of the video was translated into Indonesian and shared with their buddy school in
Indonesia.
Plympton Primary School – Increasing organic food composting in the school yard at
recess and lunch time. All classes already had bokashi bins, but students found a large
amount of food scraps were going to landfill during break times. To increase recycling of
bottles, cans and fruit boxes, students designed and fitted wire baskets to all rubbish bins
around the school.
Students from Callington, Barmera and Blackforest Primary Schools also provided
presentations of their projects on the day.
All students later moved into a future visioning exercise where they had to draw, or sketch a
sustainable future as they saw it. These were recorded on sheets of paper that were
collected by the YEC steering committee and these will be presented to the Minister by
elected representatives of the YEC.
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After the visioning exercise, the Premier’s Climate Change Council facilitated an activity
with students focusing on the themes of Biodiversity, Water, Energy, Waste and Climate
Change. Students chose a theme they were passionate/concerned about to provide
feedback for the government. Each group looked at the following:
• What are the issues (problems) surrounding the theme?
• How do they affect you?
• What are you doing in your home or school to deal with the issues?
• What would you like to see the State Government do in these theme areas?

Students discuss the issues to be fed back to the South Australian Government.

Student feedback was collated and will be passed on to the Premier’s Climate Change
Council. See appendix 8.4 for Student Feedback for Government of South Australia
2010.
A group of representatives was elected by the greater YEC group. These representatives
will represent the whole YEC and include students from KI, the Riverland, the Adelaide Hills
and Plains and the South East. These students will present their visions and feedback
generated by the Have Your Say activity run by the Premier’s Climate Change Council to
the Minister.

Four of the seven elected YEC representatives who will meet with the Minister.
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At the end of the day students were provided with an
evaluation form which required feedback from the whole
year of YEC activities; see Summary on page 13 for
evaluation results or appendix 8.5 for detailed evaluation.
Students were presented with certificates as well as a
YEC sandwich wrap and lunch bag – a sustainable option
for wrapping lunchtime treats.
A quick audit by Jo Hendrikx from WoW at the September Forum indicated that waste from
the event was minimal. A total of 15L of food scraps was collected and these all went into
the Black Forest Primary School composting system. One litre of food/drink packaging
was also noted, but this was something a student had brought along to the event. Nothing
with this type of packaging was provided by the YEC organisers.

4.5 YEC Representatives meet with the Minister for Environment and
Conservation
On the 6th of December four YEC Representatives Kaitlin Taylor (KICE), Shane Johns
(Christies Beach HS), Gemma Owens (Warradale PS) and Thomas Milham (Gumeracha
PS) met with the Minister for Environment and Conservation Paul Caica to discuss their
concerns about sustainability and environmental issues facing the state.
The representatives reported on the environmental concerns and provided
recommendations for Climate Change, Energy, Biodiversity, Water and Waste/Recycling
which were compiled into a book called ‘Visions for a Sustainable South Australia’ and
presented to Minister Caica. Students also discussed their school action projects, sharing
stories and photos with him.
Minister Caica was very interested to hear about the environmental projects that are being
undertaken in schools across the state and most impressed by the recommendations
provided by the Youth Environment Council.
“I was very pleased to be presented with a range of ideas and suggestions for ways which
we may continue to improve the state of the environment. Having seen the passion,
energy and enthusiasm these school children have for wanting to ensure we move to a
much more environmentally sustainable future, I feel confident that our environmental
future it is in good hands.” Paul Caica, Minster for Environment and Conservation. For
more detail from the meeting see appendix 8.6 for Minister Listens to Students’
Environmental Concerns

4.6 YEC Representatives present to the Premiers Climate Change Council
The Premiers Climate Change Council (PCCC) is a high-level independent council to
advise the Premier of South Australia on reducing greenhouse gas emissions and
adapting to climate change. The PCCC takes an active role in consulting with business,
the environment and conservation movement and the wider community; including the Youth
Environment Council.
On December 16th YEC Representatives Kaitlin Taylor (KICE), Shane Johns (Christies
Beach HS), Gemma Owens (Warradale PS), Thomas Milham (Gumeracha PS), Molly
Werchewski (Naracoorte South PS) and Paige Liet (Barmera PS) were given the
opportunity to present the concerns and recommendations to the PCCC. The Climate
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Change Council were very interested in hearing the perspectives of the young people on
the issue of cimate change followed up with a number of questions for the YEC. YEC
Representatives presented a copy of ‘Visions for a Sustainable South Australia’ to the
PCCC Chair David Klingberg who mentioned it would be passed on to the Premier in a
meeting the following week.

PHOTO

5.0 Youth Environment Council Evaluation Overview
For the comments collected from Youth Environment Council Evaluations from both the
March Sustainability Forum and the September Have Your Say Forum see appendices
8.3 and 8.5.
The aim of the March summary was to gauge students’ interest in the activities and
workshops that were provided on the day to assist in planning for future forums. The aim for
the September evaluation was to get an idea of what both students and school staff thought
of the Forums, CENTRA events, what skills students had gained, how their attitudes and
behaviours had changed, hopes/ambitions for the future, ideas for improving activities for
2011 and if they would recommend the YEC to friends.

6.0 Summary
Based on the enthusiasm and feedback from students and staff, the YEC in 2010 was a
success.
Students enjoyed the opportunity to develop action plans and implement projects and to
share these with others. Not only did this provide students with important presentation and
public speaking skills but also gave them more ideas to take back to school for future
projects. Students who developed friendships at the first Forum kept in contact via social
media such as Facebook throughout the year.
Some of the most common responses to what students had gained most by being a YEC
member were:
• learning more about the environment and environmental issues
• making new friends
• gaining confidence and other skills such as public speaking, team work
• what we can do to help
These all relate very well back to the aims of the Youth Environment Council of SA.
There were a few difficulties with people gaining access to CENTRA events due to
technology letting them down. However, many reported on how useful the CENTRA events
were for communicating, especially given the distance between the schools involved. It is
definitely worth persevering with, even though only a third of schools logged in on each
13

occasion. It has been a useful tool for sharing school projects and providing students with
further information about the state’s environmental issues.

7.0 YEC proposal for 2011
For 2011 it has been proposed by NRM Education that the Youth Environment Council
aligns more closely with the NRM Education Youth Environment Forums (YEF). Students
involved in YEF can nominate to be a part of the YEC and represent their Youth
Environment Forum Cluster. The YEC will be a leadership forum in which members will
attend training activities, which they will then take back to share with their YEF cluster.
The first YEC activity will be a leadership camp at Arbury Park Outdoor School in April
2011.

Christies Beach High School students receive their
certificates of achievement.

Naracoorte South Primary School students collect their
certificates of achievement.
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8.1 Tips and tricks for successful mentoring 11
th March 2010
11th
Evaluation Summary
1. I felt inspired by this session
Strongly
Disagree
0%

Disagree
0%

Neither agree
or disagree
0%

Agree
45%

Strongly
Agree
55%

2. The PD was relevant to my needs
Strongly
Disagree
0%

Disagree
0%

Neither agree
or disagree
0%

Agree
55%

Strongly
Agree
45%

3. I would like to undertake tips and tricks that have been assigned
Strongly
Disagree
0%

Disagree
0%

Neither agree
or disagree
0%

Agree
50%

Strongly
Agree
50%

4. I am able to undertake tips and tricks that have been suggested
Strongly
Disagree
0%

Disagree
0%

Neither agree
or disagree
5%

Agree
50%

Strongly
Agree
45%

5. I feel that if I did undertake activities that have been suggested it would improve
my mentoring ability
Strongly
Disagree
0%

Disagree
0%

Neither agree
or disagree
9%

Agree
50%

Strongly
Agree
41%

6. I enjoyed being able to network to discuss mentoring ideas
Strongly
Disagree
0%

Disagree
0%

Neither agree
or disagree
5%

Agree
50%

Strongly
Agree
45%

7. The educational resources presented will be useful to my needs
Strongly
Disagree
0%

Disagree
0%

Neither agree
or disagree
5%
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Agree
45%

Strongly
Agree
50%

8. The most useful thing I learnt today from a presenter was:
• Anything Wally had to say.
• I have gained confidence to get things started.
• The importance of fostering opportunity.
• Being truthful with yourself.
• Resources available.
• Be myself. Resources.
• Empowerment. Value opinions of students.
• That we are all mentors in some form or other.
• Ladder of Participation (x 2).
• Reminder of what makes things work well.
• How to be a mentor.
• Relationship building.
• Connecting head, heart and hand.
• Panel member’s thoughts.
• Affirmation of all strategic questioning.
• Ideas on setting up guidelines/boundaries.
• Wally – be yourself and consistent.
• Resources available/books/websites (x 3).
• Guided learning.
• Wally’s language eg ‘fostering opportunities and it’s all about relationships’.
• Importance of being a good listener.
9. The most useful thing I learnt today from a colleague was:
• How kids can be involved in env decisions. We need a more structured student
env group at our school.
• Have an environmental experience with your group.
• Make Principal aware of all activities on site and off (duty of care) and be aware of
medical conditions.
• First value yourself and what you have to offer to help inspire and encourage
others.
• Contributions to ‘establishing guidelines and boundaries group’
• Lots!
• Start off small.
• Organisation of an environment group.
10. The part of today I found least useful was:
• Breaking into groups never really works in my opinion.
• It was all useful.
• The sticker board mentor quality activity. Would have been good to do this in small
groups to encourage discussion as not many people wanted to discuss. Also as a
facilitator of this activity, don’t judge people’s suggestions.
• Stories about successes. Want to hear how to make difficult things work.
11. How could we improve the event in the future?
• Nothing. Really good.
• Opportunity to develop activities in different areas. Ability to communicate and
workshop different ideas.
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• A few more teachers
• More reusable cups and publicise compost collection at event and or get them to
BYO cup and glass.
• Keep doing what you are doing
• More smaller group where possible
• Get some students in who have had positive mentors
• Longer time for the group activities so we could do a couple of them. Maybe have
some students in to talk about a good mentor in their eyes.
• You couldn’t. It was great as was.
• Great on the whole.
• Closer to Northern schools
• I would like Wally to write notes.
• Promote SEDNET and other existing programs
Other:
• Thank you for the opportunity to attend this training
• Ongoing building skills and knowledge through panels/interaction.
• Ongoing occasional mentoring updates to remind and build on skills learnt.
• Considering a network of mentors that is ongoing and/or school year to support
those who are mentoring in schools
• Talk at staff meetings.
• Was great thanks!
• To have a variety of schools present what they do.
• Environmental mentoring (peer mentoring) for older students to attend)
• Great food. Great timing.
• Promote this in GTASA circles (State conference)
• Friendly and informative
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8.2 Summary of Items separated at the YEC Forum 17/3/2010
At this first YEC event for 2010, which had over 160 participants, materials were separated
into 3 streams:
• Compostables (Brown Subway bags and sandwich wrappers, food scraps from
apples and watermelon)
• Recyclables (fruit juice boxes, and yoghurt tubs which were collected and washed
out- this could not usually occur at school though)
• Landfill items (straws and their wrappers, alfoil top from yoghurt and plastic lids from
yoghurt containers)
This involved some thought by the participants to ensure that their actions placed items into
the best bin for the materials.
Of the total amount of material collected which was 227 Litres (23 kg):
• 125 L (18kg) was compostable material
• 87L (3.5kg) was recyclable (thanks to Michael for washing out the yoghurt tubs!)
• 13L (1.2kg) was items that could only go to landfill.

This meant that out of the 227L, only 13L was sent to landfill, and the remaining 214 was
composted and recycled, which is a great outcome! Well done to everyone for taking the
time to stop and think about where their materials should go and putting them there!
A great goal for future events would be to aim for ZERO WASTE to occur with nothing
being sent to landfill at all. ( This could easily be achieved by not having yoghurt or fruit
boxes, and encouraging BYO drink bottle and fruit.)
We look forward to achieving this at events later in 2010.
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Population (students and s

17/03/2009

YEC
SCHOOL
Number of days material
audited
DATE:

1

Indoor bins
1

Outdoor bins

0.00

0.00

0.00

13.00

0.000

0.000

0.087

per
person

0.0

0.0

100.0

% of
Category

0.0

0.0

5.8

% of
Total

0.245

0.041

0.001

0.002

0.202

Average
pppd

150

0.00

0.0

Bin Audi Indoor and Outdoor

13.00

0.00

5.8

n=35

0.00

0.0

Total 1
Day

0

0.00

100.0

Litres

0

0.000

Indoor 1 Outdoor 1
day
day

13
0

0.087

Outdoor bins

0

0.00

Volume (L)

Food/Drink packaging
0

13.00

Indoor bins

Zip lock bags

0.00

Description

Fruit/Yogurt/Custard tubs

0.00

0

0.00
0

0

13.00

0.0

0
0.0

0
13.0

7.00

0.00

0.047

0.000

8.0

0.0

3.1

0.0

0.055

0.195

Subtotal

Other

LANDFILL ITEMS

Landfill I

0.00

0.050
0.00

0.304

0.003

35.6
0.00

0.0

92.0
7.00

38.7

0.533
0

0.0

80.00
0

100.0

0.00

0

0.580

0.000

80.00

7

0.00

0

Paper/ Card

87.00

80

Recyclables curb side

0.00

0.00
0

0.00
0

0

113.00

12.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

113.00

12.00

0.000

0.000

0.753

0.080

0.0

0.0

90.4

9.6

0.0

0.0

50.2

5.3

0.015

0.135

0.079

0

87.00

0

0
0

0

12

0

0.00

0.00

87

Food scraps (unw rapped)

113

0.00

0.00

Subtotal

Clean Film Plastic

10c Containers

Description

RECYCLABLES

Recyclab

Compostable paper

0

0

0.050

0

0

0.279

Garden materials

55.6

0

100.0

0

0.833
0

125.00

0

0.00

0

125.00

125

0.001

0.066

Subtotal

0.0

0.0

Uneaten Food (w rapped)

Description

COMPOSTABLES

Com pos

#DIV/0!

#DIV/0!

REUSABLES

0.000

0.877

0.000

0.067

0.000

#DIV/0!

0.00

#DIV/0!

0.00

#DIV/0!

0.00

#DIV/0!

0.00
#DIV/0!

0.00
0.00

0.00
0

0
0

0

0
0

0

1.500

0
0

0

225.00

0
0

0

0.00

Reusables
Subtotal

225

225.00

Single Sided paper
Reusable
Total Material Audited
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8.3 YEC Sustainability Forum 17 th March 2010 EVALUATION SUMMARY
(from students)
Students were asked to rank the following questions from Strongly Agree to Strongly
Disagree:
• I felt inspired by today’s forum.
• I enjoyed meeting students and teachers from other schools.
• I enjoyed listening to the two inspirational speakers
• I enjoyed the activities and games.
• I learnt lots of new things during the workshops
• I feel confident to go and carry out environmental/sustainability projects at my school.
• The liked the venue.
Nearly all of the 100 students ranked the answers to these questions as strongly agree or
agree with the following exceptions:
• 1 student disagreed that they were inspired by the forum
• 1 student disagreed that they learnt lots of new things during the workshops
• 2 students disagreed that they liked the venue
1. My favourite part of the day was...
• Too many – I can’t pick one! (X 2)
• The raffle activity.
• The speakers (x 4).
• The workshops (x 20).
• The inspirational speakers (x 6).
• Meeting new people (x 5)
• Listening to the stories they shared and learning and using ideas from other schools.
• Food.
• All of it!
• Wes Parker (x 2).
• Sophie Rogers (x 2).
• Ice-breaker (x 1).
• The activities – how to make money (x 9).
• Head, heart and hand workshop (x 3).
• How to talk to a politician workshop.
• How to get whole school community involved workshop (x 2).
• Being able to hear what other schools are going to do as a result of the forum.
• Lunch (x 3).
2. My least favourite part of the day was...
• Can’t think of anything (x 10).
• Meeting new people (x 2).
• The line up to get in (x 6).
• The organisation of registering for workshops wasn’t great (X 2).
• Walking to the venue.
• The workshops.
• Leaving (x 5).
• Not winning the raffle.
• Meeting people outside in the heat and the school talking at the end, it took too long.
• The weather.
• Ice-breaker.
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• The ice-breaker as I couldn’t hear what we had to do.
• Recess (x 2).
• Lunch (x 3).
• The food.
• Guest speakers talking (x 4).
3. How could we improve the forum next time?
• Have the workshop outside.
• Nothing, it was all great! (x 11).
• Have the workshops more hands on and not sitting for so long (x 6).
• Put cookies in the Subway lunch (x 2).
• With the Subway lunch, give the schools the slips.
• More chicken Subways – I missed out (x 2).
• Make it go for longer (x 2).
• Have a bigger room for workshops as it was hard to hear.
• Not having so many people talk.
• Get to go to 3 workshops instead of ice-breaker time.
• Have a different ice-breaker.
• Get to go to more workshops (x 6).
• Maybe a bigger hall and more room.
• Let students say what they want to learn about.
• More games.
• Make the projector screen bigger.
• Maybe have a hands on section where we can plant trees, etc.
• Awesome workshops but more variety please.
• More time for the workshops so students learn more (x 3).
• More comfortable chairs (x 2).
• No need to improve it. It was awesome!
4. Any other comments?
• The workshops were really helpful
• It was a fun day and love the fruit!
• I love the idea of it because there are kids who care and that can’t be heard. Thank
you!
• Lunch was nice (x 2).
• It was perfect!
• Better than I thought.
• I thought it was a great day and I learnt lots of new things which I can take back and do
at school.
• Well done! (x 2).
• I really liked today. I learnt a lot.
• Overall the forum was heaps good!
• Overall a very enjoyable and inspirational experience.
• The forum has broadened by mind about the environment.
• I would give it 100/10. Awesome day. Thanks guys and girls!
• I really enjoyed everything about this forum.
• You guys rock!
• It was really good (x 3).
• Thank you for a great day.
• It was fun and I learnt a lot.
• It was great to meet people from other schools..
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8.4 YEC Student Feedback for the Government of South Australia 2010
At the Youth of SA Have Your Say Forum, the second YEC forum for 2010, students were
guided through a process facilitated by the Premier’s Climate Change Council. The activity
focused on the themes of Biodiversity, Water, Energy, Waste and Climate Change.
Students were asked to chose a theme they were passionate/concerned about to provide
feedback for the government. Each group looked at the following:
• What are the issues (problems) surrounding the theme?
• How do they affect you?
• What are you doing in your home or school to deal with the theme?
• What would you like to see the State Government do in these theme areas?
Below is the feedback as provided by the students.
Climate Change
Issues:
- Use of fossil fuels.
Ideas for improving the situation:
- Wind farms
- Solar energy
- Growing our own food or buying locally – helps environment and supports local
farmers
- Recycle water
- Clearer labeling for appliance efficiencies
- Rainwater tanks
- More information about Climate Change locally, in Australia and across the world
- TV advertisements aimed at children/students/young people and adults too. Ads that
are ‘scary’ by telling the truth the real story
- Hold a competition for a climate change poster or advertisement – winner gets a
rainwater tank or other sustainability initiatives for their home
- Facebook fan clubs that promote environmental behavioral changes
- Information about Sustainable Housing and how to go about it. Few of us had heard
about the Sustainable house days that were held in September the weekend before
our YEC forum – How can we as young people find out about such events?
- Website for environmental and sustainable ideas
- Learning at school, education
- Holding Earth Hour more often to encourage it to become everyday practice
- Equality for all residents in regards to recycling in SA (more resources) – in the
Riverland there is no Council collection for recyclables, this is left up to individual
households. For many this is too hard so a lot of people just put these items into
landfill
- E-recycling
- World’s best practice
- Incentive for schools to recycle e.g. a competition for schools and their communities.
- More ways for kids to get involved in action – events like this Youth Environment
Council Forum
- Less talking, more doing! (more fundraising needed – to make this possible in
schools).
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Energy
Energy saving measures:
- Wind turbines
- Less tv’s
- Smaller houses
- Hybrid cars, public transport, bikes
- Solar panels
(different forms of transport)
- Walking
- Bike stations
- Turn off appliances when not in use
- Be smart with electricity
- Lights turned off when not in use
- Timers for appliances
- Open windows instead of using the
- Natural heating and cooling
air-conditioner
- Renewable energy (lightning rods)
- Efficient heating and cooling
- Hydroelectricity
- Wear appropriate clothes to keep
- Biofuels
warm/cool
- Motion sensor lights
- Wave power
- Energy saving light bulbs
- Different fuels for cars
- Different levels of lighting
- Hydrogen power
- Skylights
- Open roller shutters/curtains
- Only using lighting that you need
- Buildings built to conserve energy
- Changing light bulbs
- Computer timers
- Well designed buildings
- Appliance timers
- Go outside to lose weight instead of
- Don’t use standby
the treadmill
- Unplug appliances at the wall
- Dressing appropriately
- Eat natural food/buy local
- Low packaging
- Walk!
- Play sport instead of watching tv.

Ideas for improving the situation:
- Get environmentally friendly electricity/energy
- Start using more renewable energy and reduce energy use
- Safety in our cities – help us engage in walking, cycling etc.
- Encourage alternative forms of transport – car free day, public transport day
- Solar powered cars
- Shops not using energy during the day
- Install skylights in new buildings
- Businesses to use energy conservatively
- Solar heated pools
- Don’t waste food
- Everyone should have electricity timers/counters.
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Water
Important issues:
- Drought
- Water quality
- Precious limited resource
- Murray
- Bottom of Murray Darling Basin.
Effects of:
- Water restrictions – limits
- School projects or water use
- Retention
- Rainwater tanks
- Waterwatch testing.
What should we all be doing?
- Using tanks
- Drought tolerant plants.
Does the amount of H2O affect lifestyle?
Amounts of water in future?
- Reuse water – grey water
- More tanks will be used.
Will water affect other sustainability areas?
- Biodiversity
- More evaporation
- Food production.
To the Government:
- Solve Murray River issue
- Water pollution – people being more careful, types of products available – detergents
(safe products)
- Water usage – cleaning, garden, toothe brushing, cooking, drinking, cooling
- Recreational water – water sports, fishing, water for pools, water fights – FUN
- More water storage reservoirs – rainwater and stormwater
- Talking with states in MD Basin to share water downstream.
What we can do?
- Turn taps off
- Limit showers/buckets in showers
- More tanks
- School projects on water catchment, reusing water, keeping water in soil, slowing
water down, mulching
- Summer – to be more careful with water use
- Water needed by animals and living things
- Irrigation techniques need to be improved
- Water probes – techniques developed to indicate when watering is needed.
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Summary – Water
- Is needed in SA – other states in the Murray Dalring Basin should share
- Is a precious resource
- Is important to the environment
- Is needed by all of us.
Biodiversity
Issues:
- Cutting down trees = no oxygen
= no people
= hard for birds
= loss of habitat
- Chemical use – killing bees
= no pollination for food sources – amount of fruit and vegetables
and animal food
= no products derived from bees e.g. honey
- In South East – Red tailed Black Cockatoos endangered
= therefore important to protect vegetation
= using bore water to weaken Bridal Creeper
- Planting native species
= stops introduced plants and animals taking over
= provides local habitat
= need understorey plants as well as trees
- Waterways – need hiding places for breeding
- Create wetlands to encourage native fish e.g. purple spotted gudgeon
- Along Murray – issue of willow removal – causes erosion, need to slowly replace with
natives.
State government should consider:
- Special areas to grow trees excluding some animals
- Breed up native fish
- Make people aware of the consequences of their actions
- Waterways – keep healthy and oxygenated and waterflow, snags, healthy plants =
healthy eco-systems
- Don’t rubbish waterways – use less packaging
- Promote information on species nearing extinction (newspapers and tv ads) and what
we can do to help e.g. Birds
- Protect whole ecosystems – eco-reserves between large conservations areas (e.g.
butterfly niches).
Waste
Issues:
- New products
- Climate change – increased greenhouse gases
- Potential to lose more things
- Food waste = methane.
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What are you doing at home or school?
- Food in compost bin
- Recycle bottles/separate bottles
- Separate rubbish into different bins
What can we do?
- All rubbish in bins
- Recycle more
- Dispose of rubbish properly
- Compost
- Reuse
- Buy in bulk to reduce packaging
- Educate
- Buy better quality products that last longer
- Use garden waste bin
What should government do?
- Educate
- Impact education/ more education
- Advertise consequences – show what happens,
- Encourage change
- through advertising
- different bins
- funding better systems
- prizes for less waste
- promote recycling
- More bins/right bins
- Don’t give up
- Ban plastic bags/Ban bad things
- Pay for things
- Research
- landfill
- people = more waste
Top messages to tell the government
The YEC wants the community to encourage recycling and reusing items so we don’t use
as new many resources. This how we think it should be done:
1. Educate
2. Advertise
3. Explain
4. Recycle more - put systems in place to recycle more stuff, help people to be able to
recycle more - funding.
5. Reuse more – use again, fix or give away – better systems to help people reuse/
swap items
6. Food to compost
7. More bins in public places
8. use less packaging

27

8.5 Summary of student responses from the
YEC Youth of SA Have Your Say workshop 13 th September 2010
1. Why did you get involved in the Youth Environment Council?
• I love the environment (x 10).
• Interested in helping the environment (x 3).
• We were approached by our local DEH Education Officer (x 2).
• Thought it would be fun (x 2).
• My teacher told me it would be good because I love the environment (x 2).
• I believe in a more environmental world where our local environment is protected and
loved and therefore I’ve always wanted to have a say.
• I am very passionate about the environment and want to learn more.
• I thought I should be a part of doing something good for the environment. I love
spending time outside and making things better.
• I like to help the environment and thought it would be fun.
• I am a part of my school’s youth environment committee and I have a keen interest on
the environment.
• To get better knowledge on our environment.
• Interested in the environment. Approached by DEH.
• Would like to make a difference.
• Because it sounded like a great opportunity.
• I wanted to learn more about saving the environment.
• Because I care about the environment and wanted to see what other people had to
say about it and get new ideas for my school.
• Because I was chosen to represent the school.
• I wanted to learn the best way to reduce landfill and be more environmentally friendly.
• I want to make it my career.
• I have studied ‘globe’ at our school and it was interesting to learn about it.
• Because I am a school leader.
• It is fun doing activities to help the environment.
• The venue for the Have your Say forum. It was great seeing what Blackforest PS had
achieved.
2. What have been the highlights throughout 2010?
• Meeting new people (x 4).
• Inspirational speakers (x 2).
• Attending all the meetings and being chosen to represent in the first place.
• Being a part of YEC and having fun whilst I know I am doing good things for the
environment.
• Being part of the YEC and also the YEA which is a recycling program at our school.
• Being involved in the Forums and being chosen as a YEC representative.
• Helping build the chicken coop and working on our school vegetable patch.
• Learning what other schools do so we can also do these things.
• The food.
• Learning that others share my passion for the environment.
• Making our chicken coop. Working on the WOW project.
• Making new friends.
• Forums and youth opportunities.
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• Going to the workshops and listening to others ideas.
• The CENTRA events, the Sustainability Forum and the Have your Say days.
• All of it!
•Getting out of class.
• Knowing that I have been asked to be the representative.
• Doing something that I know will help the environment.
• Learning how to be more environmentally friendly.
• Doing our school environmental action plan.
• I’ve learnt a lot of ideas on fundraising and ways to help the environment.
3. What have been the lowlights throughout 2010?
• Sitting for long time (x 3).
• Having to work on environmental projects and doing school work at the same time
(x2).
• Seeing all the horrible things that happening in the world (x 2).
• Some inspirational speakers were a bit boring (x 2).
• Nothing, I have enjoyed everything and would be happy if I was chosen to next year
too.
• Knowing there has been lots of rain but most just goes down the drains.
• Subway.
• People not recycling.
• I missed out on the first workshop.
• The technical difficulties we had with CENTRA (Gumeracha).
4. Did you take part in the CENTRA events? If so, what did you think of them?
No 52%
Yes 48%
• Centra was great! We were able to learn alot without having to travel all the way to
Adelaide (Jervois).
• Had technical difficulties.
• It didn’t work (Grange PS).
• I found them very enjoyable.
• I think they were awesome and you should do it again. Encore!
• Yes they were a good idea and good for people far away (x 2).
• I thought they were good because it’s easier than travelling all that way
• They were very good! (x 3).
• I have enjoyed them but sometimes it’s hard to hear.
• They were pretty cool and convenient since we are in the hills.
• It was good to go online and watch/listen to the things that are happening in the
environment.
5. What have you gained most as being a member of the Youth Environment
Council?
• Being able to know more about the environment (x 4).
• New friends (x 4).
• Confidence (x 4).
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• Ideas to take back to school (x 3).
• More information on matters and instil life skills (x 2).
• Learning about how I can help the environment (x 2).
• Ambition to make a difference.
• Found out lots more ways to help the world.
• Mostly a sense of responsibility and commitment to the council and life in general.
• To recycle and put things in the correct bins.
• I now have a better view of the environment and will encourage my friends to help.
• I will do my best to look after the environment and encourage others to do the same.
• I have become more involved with the environment.
• I have become more aware and focused on change since joining the YEC.
• Ideas about sustainability and making a healthy environment.
• The opportunity to take things to the Minister.
• Changing my action towards the environment. I have changed alot.
• How to be more energy efficient.
• Being a different person. I use compost bins now.
• I have gained the ability to speak clearly in front of a large group of people.
• There’s too many to count. I have gained alot more knowledge about the environment
which I didn’t know about.
• I have leant more about the environment. Before, I wouldn’t have even known what
biodiversity was.
• I have gained knowledge to help people to be more environmentally friendly.
• More knowledge and understanding of environmental related topics.
• I have gained better awareness of environmental issues and what we can do to make
this world a better place.
• It has given me views of lots of different subjects.
• I’ve felt proud because I’ve taken part in something for SA’s environment.
6. How has the Youth Environment Council changed your attitude & behaviours
towards the environment?
• It’s made me more aware (x 4).
• t has changed my attitude with recycling (x 3).
• I have been more careful with what I use and how much I use of it and the effect on the
environment (x 2).
•Recycle more and tell my friends not to litter.
• I now care for even the smallest plants and animals.
• It has changed my behaviours. I will always remember what we learnt.
• Now I know that I need to take more care (eg turn off taps, shorter showers, etc).
• I still have the same attitude towards the environment which is a good one.
• I love the environment ever more now.
• It has changed my attitude towards the environment because before I didn’t think it
was in danger.
• Improve correct usage and recycling of rubbish.
• Understanding the importance of biodiversity.
• Yes, I now make sure I put everything in the correct bins.
• It’s changed my attitude because I didn’t know so much before.
• It’s made me more passionate about the environment.
• Listening to what everyone has to say and how much they care.
• I use compost bins, open my blinds, take care of what I am doing the impact I am
having on the environment.
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• I now know how people are damaging the environment so I’m going to try and change
that.
• Before I didn’t know about it so I didn’t care but now I know so I care.
• It has made me more confident to encourage people to help the world.
• I have gained more knowledge about the environment which encourages me to help
out.
• Now I know more about the environment and will take my knowledge into action.
• A lot even though I was already passionate about the environment it has made me
think even more about the environment.
• I have learnt how much energy we are using and how to use less.
• I am more dedicated to helping the environment.
7. Has the Youth Environment Council improved any skills (eg public speaking,
team work, confidence, etc)?
• More confident (x 10).
• I have improved my public speaking skills (x 10).
• Team work (x 10).
• Yes, I never used to be as confident. The Council has really helped.
• Yes public speaking was a huge problem for me but then I stood up at one of the last
meetings and overcame my fear. 2-3 days later I was standing up in front of the whole
school talking about our environmental projects.
• I have gained speaking skills and self confidence in myself.
• Yes, my thinking capacity.
• Help me to work with people I didn’t know.
• Definitely with team work with my fellow school leaders and in public speaking.
8. What are your ambitions for the future?
• Get a job in the area of environment x 3.
• Make a better world x 2.
• To make a difference x 2.
• To solve problems like climate change and wildlife awareness.
• I will always be encouraging and doing what I can do get people aware of
environmental issues.
• A cleaner environment and people being more aware of issues.
• I would like the world to be better at using solar energy.
• To study animations and games development.
• Marine biologist.
• Keeping sustainable.
• To be a vet.
• Because of what I know now my family will get educated by me of the environment.
• Environment and Heritage Officer.
• To build a good sustainable future.
• To be successful and help the environment.
• An environmentalist.
• An environmental scientist.
• To always care for the environment and make people aware of it.
• To make everyone aware and willing to help the environment.
• To teach others about environmental issues.·
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9. Would you recommend joining the Youth Environment Council to your friends?
• Yes - 86%
• No – 0%
• Unsure - 14% (depends on friends)
10. Can you suggest any improvements for the future of the Youth Environment
Council?
• Not really, it’s just great! (x 9).
• ·More hands on projects (x 5).
• Maybe a few more fun activities (x 4).
• Being able to have an experience with animals (x 2).
• A camp.
• More fun ways to show how to help the environment.
• Get more comfy chairs.
• More games.
• Get more inspirational speakers that are actually inspirational.
• Perhaps have a forum at Tatachilla Lutethan College in the new eco classroom.
building using the surrounds to show some of our achievements, eg water testing, nest
boxes, bush planting, etc.
11. Any other comments?
• I want to do it next year (x 3).
• Food was amazing (x 2).
• I am disappointed I couldn’t talk to the Minister.
• I really love the ideas of reusable sandwich wrappers.
• Well done! It was great fun and interesting.
• You should run it again next year.
• Good job!
• Thanks for everything.
• Keep up the great work!
• I believe the YEC is very useful for kids who want to help the environment.
• I have had a great time with the YEC.
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News Release
www.premier.sa.gov.au

Hon Paul Caica
Minister for Environment & Conservation
Minister for the River Murray
Minister for Water

_____________________________________________________________________________________
Monday, 6 December 2010

MINISTER LISTENS TO STUDENTS’ ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS
Minister for Environment and Conservation Paul Caica today met a group of South Australian school
students to discuss their concerns about sustainability and environmental issues facing the state.
The students are representing the Youth Environment Council of South Australia, a student group of
33 primary and high schools whose objective is to learn about, take action and share their views on
key environmental issues.
Mr Caica said the students from across South Australia made recommendations to him on many
issues including climate change, energy, water, biodiversity, and waste and recycling.
“The students presented their recommendations to me which they have compiled into a book called
‘Visions for a Sustainable South Australia’,” he said.
“I was very interested to hear about the environmental projects that are being undertaken in schools
across the state, many of which are being supported by education officers from our Natural
Resource Management boards.
“I was very pleased to be presented with a range of ideas and suggestions for ways which we may
continue to improve the state of the environment. Having seen the passion, energy and enthusiasm
these school children have for wanting to ensure we move to a much more environmentally
sustainable future, I feel confident that our environmental future it is in good hands.”
The Council held two forums throughout the year and three online workshops where they learnt new
skills and identified issues they wanted to address.
“They also developed action plans for projects they worked on throughout the year and I look
forward to hearing about their progress,’’ he said.
Mr Caica said the aim of the Council is to raise youth awareness and encourage involvement in our
environment.
“The Youth Environment Council is a mechanism to encourage youth to develop leadership skills,
teamwork, public speaking and build a network of like-minded students and environmental leaders,’’
he said.
“Since 1997, the Youth Environment Council has empowered students to implement change for a
more environmentally sustainable South Australia.”
The Youth Environment Council is supported by The Department of Education and Children’s Services
and the Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Natural Resources Management Board.

