
Guthrow - Inspiration to improve 10c container collection  
What was your goal and what did you 
achieve?
I wanted to make 10 cent recycling more 
accessible and more fun and try to get people 
interested in ten cent recycling. I have created 
a little basket bed, as I like to call it, which 
is essentially a bin in the form of a carnival . 
basketball game - one of the ‘shoot the hoop’ 
games. A lot of the teachers I tried to work with 
were really encouraging of the idea but they 
couldn’t financially support it so I ended up 
going solo until I found my metal work teacher.
They were able to access some of the materials 
I needed to create it, which was all recycled 
which is fantastic.  We took a lesson out 
together and worked solidly on it to build it 
together. 

How have you promoted your work?
It’s pretty early stages yet.  I was thinking of 
creating more than one and seeing the results 
in my school. Then if the results were successful, 
go around to primary schools and try to teach 

students at a younger age to get them into the 
habits of recycling so they can also save money 
and also save the environment .

Next steps?
Hopefully monitor it throughout next year and 
see the results and if it’s working I’ll re-evaluate 
the situation and see where I can go from there.

Biggest success?
Building the projects because up until when 
we started building it, all we had was an idea 
that wouldn’t get passed by any teachers just 
because of rules they had in place.  But when 
we finally started building it all became real 
and I realised that we could set it up so that 
we could make a difference because we didn’t 
even have a 10 cent recycling bin in our school 
at that time. It was a massive moment for me, 
overcoming that obstacle so I’m really proud of 
myself for being able to do that.  



What did you enjoy most?
The whole idea part where I came up with all 
these new ideas.  I originally thought  it was just 
going to be normal trash and there were a lot 
of flaws with it but when I saw that my primary 
school had already set up something like this 
but with ten cent recycling, my mind was blown. 
I was super excited to improve on it and set it 
up myself – that was the greatest moment - just 
to have that moment of inspiration.

Your advice to other students?
That it’s all about perseverance and dedication 
- you just have to have that mindset where 
you know that you can get it done.  You know 
that you can achieve if you just keep pushing 
yourself and if you can get help and support 
that’s great, but it is all about yourself in the 
end and whether you have the will to do it.

This case study was transcribed from an interview. These 
are Guthrow’s words and opinions.
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