
Inika - Bin audit and beeswax wrap success at school

What was your goal and what did you 
achieve?
I sold beeswax wraps at school.

We have a subject called Spark at school 
which is about sparking empathy for different 
problems around the world so you could 
choose environmental, political, social or 
cultural projects and I did environmental.

I made beeswax wraps because I know there’s a 
lot of soft plastics like glad wrap and sandwich 
bags and that kind of thing that people use, so 
I tried to sell them so that people would use 
reusable things instead for their sandwiches, 
wraps, whatever else they’re eating for lunch 
and recess so that there’s not so much soft 
plastic rubbish.

Then with my friend Izzy, for STEM, we did a 
waste audit. We looked in two different bins 
– each one had a recycling side and a rubbish 
side.

One of the problems was contamination, 
because in the recycling bin there was paper 
but then there was a hot chocolate spilled all 
over them so everything has to go in general 
waste.

There was also food mixed in with recyclables, 
making it dirty so it can’t be recycled.

We think they need a compost bin and a soft 
plastics bin because there was a lot of glad 
wrap, a lot of sandwich ziplock bags and a lot of 
chip packets and muesli bar wrappers. 

What challenges did you face?
Australia Post is very slow.

I needed to order jojoba oil and it said it would 
take two or three days but it arrived after 13 
days.

So I’ll make more when I get another time that 
they let me sell.
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What is your biggest success? 
Selling the beeswax wraps was good because I 
didn’t know how they would sell, and the fact 
that they sold out meant I was quite happy. 
There were seven left but I knew from their 
patterns that I could sell those ones outside of 
school because they were American football 
and baseball teams and dad’s friends want 
them, while school doesn’t know or care who 
they are.

How do you make beeswax wraps?
We used a slow cooker. You need to wait for 
the wax to melt, and the colophony pine rosin 
– it’s pine resin but it’s hard crystals - we had 
to crush it into powder but not all the bits were 
crushed so they took a while to melt. The jojoba 
is already a liquid but for all of it to melt took a 
really long time. 

For the actual process, as soon as you get the 
beeswax out it pretty much dries instantly. 
The melting process is really slow but actually 
getting it on the wrap is really fast. So you dip 
them in, take it out, put it on a tray and brush it 
down with a paintbrush so that it’s even, then 
put it in the oven for a minute or 30 seconds 
and then take it back out and brush it down 
again to get the excess off and then put it on a 
clothes dryer thing so they dry.

How were your sales?
Last term when I sold them at the school, I 
made small ones for the top of jars and small 
bowls for $2, and then I did wrap sizes, $3 for 
small ones and a bigger one for $4 or $5. They 
sold out very fast because I had sent out an 
email to the school.

A few teachers messaged that they couldn’t 
come out at recess and lunch, so I took them 
around to people like the nurse at the health 
centre and teachers in the library. 

What will happen now?
I had Spark in term 1 & 2, and STEM in term 3 & 
4, and I did an audit for each subject. From the 
audits, my friend and I plan to make something 
related to the biggest problems we found. We 
saw some information on how to make plastic 
from milk and vinegar and we want to test that.

If it works, we’re thinking we could try and make 
straws or cups for the cafe. Another group in 
the other STEM class wanted to make a rubbish 
sorting machine so we think that we’re going to 
talk to them and see what they’re doing. If we 
could do something to stop contamination, that 
would be good. 

I still have the money I made, because I want 
to use it to set up an Environmental Club. My 
school has an environment committee but it 
only goes up to Year 6. I don’t know why but 
Year 7-12 doesn’t have it.

The head of the middle school got me a 
meeting with the Principal and I went and 
talked to her and I asked her if I could start up a 
committee and she seemed happy with that.

The Youth Environment Council of South Australia was initiated by the Department for Environment and Water in partnership
with the Department for Education in 1997. It is now proudly supported and delivered by Green Adelaide Education staff and
Landscape South Australia Boards.

www.yecsa.net.au


